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From: Frank Ps [mailto:ftparris@hotmail.com]
Sent: Saturday, September 20, 2008 9:28 PM
To:IRRC
Cc: jaclyngleber@comcast.net
Subject: Support Proposed Changes To Dental Hygiene Regulations

Please review the attached documents.

One attachment contains proposed changes to Dental Hygiene Regulations.
The other contains my letter to Peter Grovich Esq. SBofD Strongly supporting
the proposed changes.

Respectfully Yours

Frank T. Parris, Jr. RDH, BSDH.
7305 Valley Ave
Philadelphia PA 19128
215-482-5805
ftparris@hotmail.com
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Christopher Grovich, Esq. '
State Board of Dentistry
PO Box 2649
Harrisburg, PA 17105-2649

September 20, 2008

Dear Mr. Grovich,

I urgently request that you support the changes to Dental Hygiene Regulations
and allow the RDH better access to PA consumers via these changes. In my work and
interview experience, the dentist controls, by the nature of his small business, the type
care any RDH may deliver to his patients, and the time of day it can be rendered.
With the proposed changes, an RDH can work a full day's schedule while the dentist
"Floats" between his two offices and keep more staff busy and expand RDH access to the
patient before and after Dentist's hours. Also, while all dentists expect quality service,
some dentists stress quantity a great deal more.

An RDH needs to be viewed more like an RN and less like a dental assistant with
a license. There is no "Civil Service" status for the RDH as exists for Dentists and
Assistants in Public Dental Health Care. Dental Assistants are promoting Polishing
Teeth and Fluoride Treatments in recent petitions to the State Board of Dentistry.
Polishing Teeth provides no aspect of "Health to the Gums" and the Benefits and
Hazards of Fluoride is understood in the level of Dental Hygiene education.

In conclusion, the DH regulations need to be revised to allow greater interaction
between Dentists, Hygienists and PA Dental Consumers. The Public Health Dental
Hygiene Practitioner Concept is LONG OVERDUE and we need "Dental" to be
included in Health Care Reform.

Sincerely,

Frank T. Parris, Jr. RDH, BSDH.
7305 Valley Ave
Philadelphia, PA 19128
215-482-5805
ftparris@hotm.ail .com
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